
Arch ie  P .  Cubar rub ia
IPEDS Survey  D i rec to r ,  S tuden t  F inanc ia l  A id

Nat iona l  Cen te r  fo r  Educa t ion  S ta t i s t i cs
U.S .  Depar tmen t  o f  Educa t ion

Institutional
Net Price Calculator

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds


5/24/2010National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education

Agenda

·Background

·U.S. Department of Educationôs 
Net Price Calculator Template

·Next Steps for Institutions

·Resources

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds


5/24/2010National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education

Background

·Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA)
¹Signed into law on August 14, 2008

¹ Includes many new reporting and disclosure 
requirements

¹Requires every institution to have a net price calculator 
on its website
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Background

·Requirement
¹On October 29, 2009, the U.S. Department of Education 

made available a Net Price Calculator template

¹ Institutions have two (2) years from the release of the 
Departmentôs template to post their calculator

ėAll institutions must have net price calculators posted on their 
websites by October 29, 2011

¹An institution may either use the Departmentôs Net Price 
Calculator template, or it may develop its own

ėInstitutionally developed calculators must include ñat a minimum 
the same data elementsò found in the Departmentôs Net Price 
Calculator template
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Background

·Purpose
¹ñto help current and prospective students, families, and 

other consumers estimate the individual net price of an 
institution of higher education for a student. The 
calculator shall be developed in a manner that enables 
current and prospective students, families, and 
consumers to determine an estimate of a current or 
prospective studentôs individual net price at a particular 
institution.ò   
- P.L. 110-315, sec. 132 (h) (1).
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Background

·HEOA Definition of Net Price

Institutionôs 
price of 

attendance for 
FTFT students

Total need- and merit -based 
federal, state, and institutional 

grant aid awarded to FTFT 
students

Number of FTFT students 
receiving such aidPrice of attendance  =  

average annual cost of 
tuition and fees, room and 
board, books, supplies, and 

transportation 
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Net Price Calculator Template

·Process
¹NCES worked with the Office of Postsecondary Education 

(OPE) to oversee development of the template

¹A Technical Review Panel (TRP)meeting was held in 
January 2009

ėFocus: 

ºKeep template simple and usable for all Title IV institutions

ºRecognize that institutions have an interest in customizing their 
calculators and making them more precise
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Net Price Calculator Template

·Process, continued
¹The Departmentôs Net Price Calculator template was 
developed based on the TRPôs suggestions

ėTRP suggestions were made available for public comment

ėThe template was tested with campus and higher education 
association representatives
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Net Price Calculator Template

·Screen Walkthrough

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/resource
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Institution Application

Net Price Calculator Template
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Step 1: 
Determine 
year and 
calendar 
system

Net Price Calculator Template
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Net Price Calculator Template

Step 2: 
Set up

data screens
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